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St Joseph’s BNS
C H R I ST M A S N EWS L E T T E R
We cannot believe that Christmas is upon us. It only seems like
yesterday when we welcomed our Junior Infants and our older
boys back in September. In early December it was great to see
you all at the PT meetings and even better, the many smiling
faces as you learned about how your son was getting on.
Our Christmas newsletter is packed with information on all the
activities, celebrations and achievements for this term. More
detailed accounts can be found on our website
(www.stjosephsterenure.ie)
We had our Christmas Cake Sale which is a huge social event for
the boys. They enjoyed buying cakes and sitting having a chat
with their friends. Santa made an appearance at the Cake Sale,
all the younger children got to tell him that they are being good
and what they wanted for Christmas.

The Christmas Raffle was a huge hit and
we had a plethora of prizes for the lucky
winners including a Raleigh bike, Lego
sets, Smyths Vouchers, tickets to various events, signed jerseys etc. We
would like to thank all for their donations of prizes, and the PA for their support and hard work in these 2 events as
it makes Christmas even more special
for our pupils.

Plans for the New Year
Jan 7:

School reopens

Feb 5:

Confirmation meeting in
school hall

Feb 21 and 22: School closed
Mar 7:

Confirmation in St Joseph’s
Church @11.00

Mar 18: Closed for
holiday

St

Patrick’s

April 15-26: School closed for Easter
break

Swimming 2019
Please note that there will be no
swimming classes on the following
Saturdays : 22/12, 29/12 and 5/01.
Swimming with Mr Hallinan will resume on Saturday 12th January.

Junior Infants 2019
Please make contact with the office
if you have a child due to join Junior
Infants in September 2019.

Having fun at the Cake Sale 2018.

WELL-BEING IN SCHOOL
For the past number of years we
have been promoting the mental
health and well-being of our children in school. We know we play a
vital role in the promotion of positive mental health and ensure we
provide a safe and supportive environment for building life skills and
resilience and a strong sense of
connectedness to our school. We
have implemented ‘The Friends for
Life Programme’ in 5th class successfully for the past few years and
we are continuing this programme
with 5th class this year. We are also
piloting the ‘Weaving Well-being
Programme’ in 2nd class .

in school, we have made a
conscious decision to celebrate
whenever we can! Too often we are

Student Council 2018- 2019

so busy we miss the opportunities
to delight in the small stuff of life.

We incorporate all the elements of
the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum through a
co-ordinated whole-school approach and have adopted the National Educational Psychological
Service (NEPS) Continuum of Support. We have also introduced yoga
and mindfulness to our pupils and
as the year moves on, they will all
get to learn how important it is to
look after our mental health.

The student council has been very
busy so far this year. The pupils have
helped with the Shoe Box Appeal and
the collection of Toy Sunday toys.
They also helped decorate the hall in
preparation for ‘Sam’s Visit’ in November with the winning Dublin team.
Two representatives from the Student
Council (Mr Brennan’s class) went to
the Comhairle na nÓg AGM in November and shared their opinions and
views with other student delegates
about world issues and mental health.
They brought back positivity boxes for
the senior classes.
The Council has also completed their
first school newsletter - this was
emailed to all boys from 3rd class upwards at the beginning of December.

As part of enhancing our well-being

Be Active and Healthy
After a wet start to December, mainly spent indoors, the
sun shone on a Friday morning and 72 boys were happy to
get a good cross country run in Terenure College. There will
be more cross country events coming up after Christmas
and every boy from 3rd to 6th will get a chance to
represent the school . So keep active everyone!
This term the boys in 4th, 5th and 6th class attended fitness
classes in KaizenDojo and Fitness Centre. They had great
fun and came back after each session invigorated and ready
for life!
Skippy John called to our school in November and all the
classes had a workshop on skipping and learned a lot about
balance, rhythm and counting in. Skipping ropes might be
found in a few Christmas stockings this year!

Skippy John in action—laying down
the challenges!.

INTEL Mini Scientist
Competition 2018
Science Week – STEM project for 2018—2019. We
entered the boys from Rang 46 into the INTEL Young Scientist Competition – 2 overall
winners from the school were
chosen to represent us in the
Leinster finals. Willem and
Ryan from 4th class and
Calum, Conor, George and
John from 5th class.

The 5th class boys were delighted with their win and
look forward to bringing their
research project to the
National Final in February
2019.

On Dec 5th the 2 teams went
to the Intel Mini Scientist
Leinster Regional Fair held in
the IT Blanchardstown. Out of
90 groups 16 were given prizes
and our 5th class team got
through to the finals.

CONGRATULATIONS!
to our
Corn na nGearaltach
Champions 2018

What can we say—our senior
football team played their socks
off for each and every game. The
whole panel of players offered
great support and in the end, a
great result.

Sam comes yet again to
Joey’s

Coding, maths, computers and fun!

Evan Comerford (Dublin’s 2nd
goalkeeper) brought the Sam
Maguire Cup to St Joseph’s for
the sixth time since 2011. The
boys who played in the 3rd and
4th class leagues and the successful school junior team were
presented with their medals by
Evan. He gave a very inspirational talk to the boys about being a
team member and playing your
part no matter how big or small.

6th class (Ms Bleahene’s) got an opportunity to visit the
new Microsoft campus in Leopardstown. As part of their
visit they had to predict what the world would be like in
2050. Read all about their vision on our webpage.

Also 40 of our boys earned 150
points or more on Mangahigh
during Maths week. They were
awarded a medal each to
celebrate their achievement.

6th Class visit Microsoft.
Medal winners in Mangahigh.

Infant Christmas Plays 2018
Our junior and senior infants
delighted their families on Tuesday
and Wednesday with Christmas
songs and Nativity Plays. They were
professionals at this stage as they
had performed for most of the
classes before hand—their self esteem and confidence has blossomed
greatly.

The two junior infant classes sang a
wonderful rendition of Christmas
songs dressed as sweet angels, halos
twinkling! The cuteness factor was
off the scale!

Christmas Carols
We spent our last day in school for
2018 singing Christmas carols. Each
class learned a carol for the service.

Ms Harte’s class performed the
classic ‘Joining Joseph, the
Joiner’s Family’ some fine acting
skills and voices were showcased.

Ms Larmer and Ms Mulhall’s infant class performed ‘The Hopeless Camel’ who finally found
where the Baby Jesus lay.

The Garda Band Christmas Visit
The school was treated to a very special visit from the
Garda Band. The boys and their teachers assembled in the
Parish Hall with much anticipation and excitement. The
band played an array of crowd pleasing Christmas tunes
and the boys sang their hearts and voices out!
We want to thank the Garda Band for providing us with
that ‘good happy clappy feeling’ that we all need especially
coming up to Christmas.

This Christmas we focused on 24
special gifts leading up to Christmas
that we can give our families:
helping out, laughing lots,
forgiving others, being a friend,
being polite, taking turns,
keeping promises, showing good
example, tidying up,
learning from others, making good
choices, trying new things,
trying our best, being respectful,
thinking of others, including others,
making happy memories,
working hard, saying ‘thank you’,
learning from mistakes,
playing nicely, smiling often,
sharing our toys and of course
having lots of fun.

