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C H R I ST M A S N EWS L E T T E R
Our Christmas newsletter is packed with information on all the
activities, celebrations and achievements for this term. The Student Council have compiled a very interesting section where they
interviewed classes and asked for their input too. More detailed
accounts can be found on our website (www.stjosephsterenure.ie)
One very recent and notable event was our annual Christmas
Cake Sale which is a huge social ‘get together’ for the boys. They
enjoyed buying cakes and breads and sitting having a chat with
their friends. Santa made an appearance at the Cake Sale. All the
younger children got to tell him that they are being good and
what they wanted for Christmas.

Plans for the New Year
Jan 6:

School reopens

Feb 20 and 21: School closed
Feb 3rd:

Service of Light

Feb 13th: Confirmation in St Joseph’s
Church
Mar 16-17: Closed for St Patrick’s
holiday

April 6-17: Closed for Easter break
The Christmas Raffle was a huge hit and we had a plethora of
prizes for the lucky winners including a bike, Lego sets, Smyths
Vouchers, tickets to various events, etc. We would like to thank
all for their donation of prizes, and the PA for their support and
hard work in these 2 events as it makes Christmas even more
special for our pupils.

Swimming 2020
Please note that there will be no
swimming classes with Mr Hallinan
on the following Saturdays : 21/12,
28/12 and 4/01. Swimming will resume on Saturday 11th January. A
new term will commence at the beginning of February.

Junior Infants 2020
Please make contact with the office
if you have a child due to join Junior
Infants in September 2020.

WELL-BEING IN SCHOOL
For the past number of years we
have been promoting the mental
health and the well-being of our
children in school. We know we
play a vital role in the promotion of
positive mental health and ensure
we provide a safe and supportive
environment for building life skills,
resilience, and a strong sense of
connectedness to our school. We
are implementing the ‘Weaving
Well-being Programme’ in 2nd and
3rd class at the moment.
We incorporate all the elements of
the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) Curriculum through a
co-ordinated whole-school approach and have adopted the National Educational Psychological
Service (NEPS) Continuum of Support.

The SPHE Programme together with
the Stay Safe Programme which we
implement every November and
December help to develop the
child’s self-esteem, assertiveness
and self-protective skills. These
programmes aim to give pupils the
skills necessary to enable them to
recognise and resist abuse, victimisation and bullying.
As part of enhancing our well-being
in school, we are continuing to
celebrate whenever we can! Too
often we are so busy we miss the
opportunities to delight in the small
stuff of life. Our Good News Board is
filling up nicely!

All aspects of personal development
are covered in the SPHE Programme
and an emphasis is put on age appropriate personal safety skills. The
children are taught that they should
always tell an adult about any situation which they find unsafe, upsetting, threatening, dangerous or
abusive.

Be Active and Healthy
We have had 2 Cross Country Runs so far this year. In October nearly 50 boys ran in Santry Demesne Park representing the school and performed well against 20 other
schools. Terenure College provided the venue for the 2nd
run with nearly 100 of our boys participating in a challenging run after the November rains. There will be more cross
country events coming up after Christmas and every boy
from 3rd to 6th will get a chance to represent the school .
So keep active everyone!
This year the boys in 4th, 5th and 6th class have attended
or will be attending fitness classes in KaizenDojo Fitness
Centre. Those who have attended the classes so far have
reported that they are great fun and came back after each
session invigorated and ready for learning!

Becoming Mentors for our younger
pupils.
As part of their journey through
school our older pupils are encouraged to act as mentors and help out
with our younger pupils.
We have paired reading weekly
where an older boy pairs up with a
younger pupil and hears them read or
indeed reads to them and discusses
the story with them. Both pupils benefit here as listening skills, reading for
a purpose and social interactions
where empathy is developed, are an
essential part of the boys’ education
here in St Josephs.

The 6th class boys assist during
breaks and help the younger boys
(from infants up to second class) to
play nicely on yard and they make
sure no one is sad or lonely during
break time.
If there is a minor fall or a bump in
the yard, the 6th class boys help to
bring the younger boys to Beverley in
First Aid.
Our big boys also help the classes
with special occasions and events.
They helped the infants with their!.
nativity plays recently.

Infant Christmas Plays 2019
Our junior and senior infants
delighted their families on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday with
Christmas songs and Nativity Plays.
They are ‘old hands’ at being celebrities now as they have performed for
most of the older classes —their self
esteem and confidence has blossomed greatly.

The boys in Ms. Harte’s SI performed ‘Joseph the Joiner’ with
great style and flair. All were entertained by this relaxed confident class who love to work and
play together. Smiles everywhere!

The Sleepy Shepherd’ was a great
success for Ms Murphy’s senior
infant boys. They followed their
cues to a tee and acted with great
gusto and voice at all times.
Ms Larmer and Ms Mulhall’s Junior
Infant class performed ‘It’s a baby!’
As one of the first performances—it
was spectacular! All the boys said or
sang their lines so well and entertained us immensely. Well done
indeed!
Bean Uí Loingsigh’s Junior Infants
sang so sweetly and looked so
angelic—there wasn’t a dry eye in
the house. Well done to all!

Have a Green Christmas!
Our Green School team has worked
hard this year and continues to raise
awareness on Green Issues.
This year’s theme is Global Citizenship—Marine Environment. We
have looked at our seas and oceans
and the natural life that occurs
there. We have examined what our
world ocean provides us with such
as food, medicine, oxygen, enhancing the economy, climate regulation, transportation and recreation.
As you can see it is very important
that we look after our seas and
oceans. We have a lot of work to do
in 2020!
Remember this Christmas to think
GREEN. Recycle Christmas trees,
shred them for compost or landscaping material, recycle gift wrapping paper and re-use it, buy rechargeable batteries and a charger,
compost your vegetable peelings,
don’t leave electrical
appliances on
or on stand-by
when going to
bed, and …….

Ms Harte’s senior infants—they
got the blues!
Books, books, books!
Everyone enjoyed our Book Fair before Halloween which once again proved very beneficial to the
school in many ways. The boys got to read, buy
books and chat to each other about their books
during their visit to the fair. The school was able
to purchase AR books for the middle level classes.
Remember to keep reading during the
Christmas holidays and
you’ll never be bored!

……… for some family fun, why not
make Christmas decorations from
recycled materials or upcycle some
old decorations.
Have a wonderful Christmas from
the Joey’s Green Team.

Student Council

2019

C H R I ST M A S N EWS L E T T E R
Comhairle na n-Óg
We had a great time in Croke Park at the Comhairle na n-Óg conference in November. We discussed many themes on the day
such as mental health, cyber safety, LGBT and climate action to
name a few of them. We learned so many new ways of thinking
and understanding. We really enjoyed our day.

Bn Uí Loingsigh
We love to play Aistear every morning and we learnt about energy and
forces during Science week. We
enjoyed looking at x-rays. We loved
singing in our nativity show and hope
everybody enjoyed it.
St Joseph’s Water Bottle Project
As a Green School, we have made a conscious decision to avoid
using single use plastic water bottles. To add to this idea, the
student council showed all of the classes a prototype water bottle
and asked them to design one for our school pupils. All of the
designs were amazing! But we had to pick one and the winning
design by Michael Courtney was used to make bottles for our
school.
Our objective was to cut down on single use plastics and just have
one reusable bottle. We also wanted to make a profit by selling
as many bottles as possible in order to get a new set of
jerseys for the school.
We want to thank you all for being so amazing. We
raised 900 euro and are able to buy a full set of jerseys
and a few extra jerseys for the
school.
We can’t wait for our
next project!
Roll on 2020!

Ms Mulhall/Ms Larmer
We enjoyed dressing up for Halloween and doing Halloween art. We
drew and painted Wandsville characters and is brea linn Gaeilge agus Bua
na Cainte.

Ms Murphy
We went on a nature walk to Bushy
Park. We made a waterproof raincoat for our teddy and we learnt how
to make butter during Science week.

Ms Harte
We did a math’s trail in the junior
yard. A guest artist called Emer came
into the class and showed us how to
make clay tiles and how to decorate
them nicely.
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Mr O’Doherty
We displayed our Science exhibition on helicopters. We made 3D
Spongebobs and we made tombs out of egg cartons for Halloween.
We loved playing Hurling with our hurlógs.

Mr Kelly
We learnt how to write the alphabet in joined writing. We made
superhero posters for Art and we played ‘The Ball Game’ as Gaeilge in
PE.

Ms Gorman
We did lots of wonderful Science experiments like ‘travelling water’
and ‘raining blood’. We played the apple bobbing game and we enjoyed eating some barmbrack at our Halloween party.

Ms Rooney
We made self-portraits and environmental posters on ‘Saving the
Earth’. We enjoyed doing paired reading with the boys in Ms Murphy’s class every Wednesday.

Ms Maher
We went to the Ark Theatre to see a play called ‘Haircut’ which we
enjoyed. We learnt a song called ‘The Ghost of Tom’ in class
and it was accompanied by the boys playing instruments.

Ms Byrne
We made fantastic buildings out of spaghetti and marsh
mallows. We did some very creative Andy Warhol Art and
we also did the Bleep test for PE.

Ms Tynan
We did weekly fitness exercise classes in Kaizen
Dojo Fitness Centre. We did amazing projects on
materials and their properties for Science week.

Mr Killane
We did experiments on floating and
sinking for Science week. We really
enjoyed playing MangaHigh for
Maths’ week and we did some
Maths’ trails around the school.
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Mr O’Flynn
A guide dog called Kirby, visited the class and we did an essay on the
Book of Kells. We made up raps for the Irish songs ‘Trasna na
dTonnta’ agus ‘Baidin Fheilimí’. We are getting very musical for Christmas—we are singing ‘Oiche Ciúin’ for our carol service and we have
performed Silent Night as a rap which you can find on Mr Ring’s blog.

Ms Molloy
We played a tag rugby blitz in Terenure College. We also did a burpee
test in Kaizen Dojo fitness centre which we enjoyed. For Science week
we tested the absorbency and strength of different cleaning materials
as part of our Science research projects. We went to the Pantomine
and had a great time.

Book of Kells
Creative Writing

Ms Bleahene
We sang at the beginning of the school year mass. Our class won the
most medals in MangaHigh for Math's week. We went on a math’s
trip to DCU. We loved going to Templeogue swimming pool every
Thursday for swimming lessons. We look after the younger classes
and enjoy this a lot. We loved going to the Christmas Panto in the
Mill Theatre.

Competition

Mr Brennan
Our trip to the cinema is the highlight so far this year, as a reward for
reaching our own personal goal in our AR reading targets, It is something we know we can achieve but we have to work at it. AR encourages us to read after school at home which will be an important habit
for us to get into for secondary school. We also went to DCU for a
Math's workshop which was fun. We also did paper towel experiments for Science week.

a

That’s it for 2019 from the Student Council—we look forward
to another year of fun and learning in Joeys and wish you all
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

November 2019
Well done to all the boys from Mr
O’Flynn’s class and Ms Bleahene’s
class who attended the Awards ceremony in Trinity College on the 27th
November 2019. They received merits and awards for their creative
writing among stiff competition from
around the world!
A big bualadh bos for Conor who
came 1st in the Primary school section.

