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C H R I ST M A S N EWS L E T T E R
The Christmas holidays are coming and with that, the end of
an especially challenging year. All at St. Joseph’s wish you
and your nearest and dearest a very happy, peaceful and
restorative festive season. We look forward to a better and
brighter 2021.
We returned to school in late August and life in the classroom
since is not how we could ever have imagined. However we see
the incredible impact school is making in supporting our pupils
not only to adapt to new circumstances but to continue growing
and learning in them. This support has been so important in
protecting and maintaining young people’s mental health and
wellbeing.
We are in awe of how our pupils have coped and continue to cope
during Covid 19 restrictions. They are remarkably resilient and
full of fun and have a zest for life. We feel blessed to share these
experiences with them. We also want to acknowledge and show
empathy to those who are working from home with few human
connections, those who are abroad and cannot see family, and to
those who have suffered bereavement, job losses, physical and
mental ill health and other hardships during this time.

As the Christmas holidays draw close may we take this opportunity to say WELL DONE to our teachers and school staff, for the
huge efforts that they have put into promoting safe, fun and inclusive physical and learning activities and opportunities during
this term. We want to also thank the parents and families for
being vigilant when it comes to public health Covid advice —
staying home if unwell, and/or if waiting for a test or result, taking every precaution to keep our school virus free. So far this is
working for us. It is for these reasons that our staff, children and
parents come to school smiling every day.
Our Christmas newsletter is packed with information on all the
fun learning activities, celebrations and achievements.
More detailed accounts are on our website.

School finishes on Dec. 22nd
with staggered dismissal
times as follows:
Jun. and Sen. infants: 12 noon
5th and 6th class:

12.10

3rd and 4th class:

12.25

1st and 2nd class:

12.40

Plans for the New Year
Jan 6: School reopens with continued
staggered start time slots
Jun and Sen infants: 9.15 onwards
5th and 6th class:

8.30 –8.40

3rd and 4th class:

8.45—8.55

1st and 2nd class:

9.00 –9.10

Christmas mass times in St
Joseph’s Church
Dec 24th: 10 am mass

Dec 24th: Family mass live stream
only at 6 pm.
Dec 24th: Night mass @ 8 and 10 pm
Dec 25th: Christmas day mass @
9.30 and 11.30 am
Dec 26th: St Stephen’s Day mass @
11.00 am and 6.00 pm Vigil of Sunday

Active Flag

Promoting the mental
health and the well-being of
our children in school
Since September, we have been
focusing on well being, and being
physically active as well as literacy
and numeracy. We are very happy
with the progress of our pupils and
hope to get a chance to talk to you
all about your child’s learning in the
next term.
The SPHE (Social, Personal, Health
Education) Programme together
with the Stay Safe Programme
which we taught this November and
December are designed to support
and develop your child’s selfesteem, assertiveness and selfprotective skills. These programmes
aim to give pupils the skills necessary to enable them to recognise
and resist abuse, victimisation and
bullying.
We ask that parents and guardians
discuss what their child has covered
in class, demonstrating support and
reinforcing these lessons.

As we finalise our application for the
Active Flag Award, we had great fun
participating in the creative fun filled
activities together. We had Active
breaks November, where skipping and
dancing became a recurring favourite.
Dabbledoo Music proved to be a great
resource here.

A slideshow of all will be also available on our website

Although we couldn’t mix classes and
our older boys could not mentor the
younger children in play and games
during break time, we still managed to
get some peer active tutoring done.
Our fourth class pupils created a video
dance tutorial to Jingle Bell Rock —this
went out to every class who then
learned the dance steps and performed it after break on Feel Good
Friday. Wearing a combination of
Santa hats, Christmas jumpers, and
pyjamas, the boys dodged the rain
drops and DANCED their hats off.
Footage can be found on our website.

Music, song and dance have helped
us all since September. Relaxing
and watching the Christmas Panto
left us all in high spirits.

The Arts Curriculum has been an
excellent resource for our pupils to
express themselves and be free of
any worries or anxieties—during
school hours at least. Through art
and crafts and preparing for Christmas, our pupils have found a sense
of calm, explored their creative
side and been lost in the moment
when crafting and gluing.
We have window displays, decorations and Christmas crafted scenes
dotted throughout the school.

Sport, getting outside, playing
games, planting and tidying our
garden, going on walkabouts to the
park and generally being active as
much as possible has enhanced the
well being of all in school.

Making time to have fun, appreciating the small things in life and celebrating whenever we can has helped
us keep happy in mind, body and soul.

Christmas 2020
5th class carol
singing—Room 13
recorded their
performance for
their families and
friends

This Christmas we did not get to
perform our Nativity plays and
carol services for our families.
Nevertheless we still found ways
to perform for each other and
share our celebration of Christmas with our families through
our webpage, blogs and twitter.
We hope you enjoy them as
much as we did!
Here’s a sample of what we got
up to….

Sen Infants
sang Christmas songs in
their pyjamas
outside!

3rds and 4ths
held a carol
service in the
yard.

Have a Green Christmas!
Our Green School team has worked
hard this year and continues to raise
awareness on Green Issues.
The theme for our next Green flag
award is Global Citizenship—
Marine Environment. We have examined our seas and oceans and
the natural life that occurs there.
We have raised awareness of how
very important it is that we look
after our seas and oceans.
Remember this Christmas to think
GREEN. Recycle Christmas trees,
shred them for compost or landscaping material, recycle gift wrapping paper and re-use it, buy rechargeable batteries and a charger,
compost your vegetable peelings,
don’t leave electrical
appliances on
or on stand-by
when going to
bed.

‘

A Christmas Carol’ - a play by 5th
class. The wonderful play and out
takes are all on our website.
And there’s more!
Bravo to all in Room 10.

Everyone enjoyed our first term back at
school. We had so much fun—to keep informed of all that we get up to, please check
out our website on
www.stjosephsterenure.ie or follow us on
twitter @stjosephsbns

Have a wonderful Christmas
from all of us here in St Joseph’s.
Enjoy and keep safe.

