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St Joseph’s BNS
C H R I ST M A S N EWS L E T T E R

It has been an extraordinary term for all in primary education in
continued extraordinary times. The first day of the school year is
always a milestone in the calendar, and this one felt particularly
special, with a sense of normality returning in relation to Covid
etc.

Despite the hopeful start however, recent weeks have brought
about renewed uncertainty in terms of a new Covid-19 variant
and its impact on us all. I stand in admiration of the hard work,
dedication and commitment of all our school staff, our volunteer
Boards of Management and our Parent Executive in maintaining
the provision of an education for the pupils of St. Joseph’s BNS.

Holidays for the New Year
Jan 6:

School reopens

The Christmas break has brought an opportunity to relax, replenish reserves and spend time with family. It is also an opportunity
to remember the joy of Christmas and the hope at the heart of the
Christian message. On behalf of the Board of Management and
the staff in our school, I hope that you get the time to enjoy it.

Feb 21-25:

School closed

May 2:

School closed

Le gach dea-ghuí i gcomhair na Nollag agus na hÁthbhliana.

June 6 and 7:

School closed

Mar 18 and 19: St Patrick’s holiday
April 11- 22: School closed for Easter

June 30: Last day of school
Best wishes for the New Year!
Anne McCabe,
Principal

Aladdin Connect
As you know we have started rolling
out Aladdin Connect. Most of you
have downloaded the Aladdin app
and registered. If not, please make
contact with us in the New Year and
we will set you up.
For those of you who have set it up,
please make sure to have your notifications turned on, so that you will
receive an alert when we send our
texts through the app.

Our angels in Sen. Infants.

We have not connected the app to
our bank account yet so if you still
would like to make a voluntary contribution, you can contact the office
in the New Year and we will give you
the details of our bank account.

WELL-BEING IN SCHOOL
For the past number of years we
have been promoting the mental
health and well-being of our children in school. It is now more important than ever that we play a
vital role in the promotion of positive mental health and ensure we
provide a safe and supportive environment for building life skills and
resilience and a strong sense of
connectedness to our school.

We incorporate all the elements of
the Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) curriculum through a
co-ordinated whole-school approach and have adopted the National Educational Psychological
Service (NEPS) Continuum of Support. We have focused on mindfulness and on how important it is to
look after our mental health.
Lessons on self identity, self worth
and building a positive self image—
all help us to be happy in our skin.

Anti bullying Campaign
As part of enhancing our well-being in school, we have
made a conscious decision to highlight ANTI BULLYING in
our school. We have decided not to be bystanders but to
speak out when we see bullying behaviour. This is our
promise to everyone!

Student Council
The student council has been very
busy so far this year. In September
they brought mental health to the
fore and highlighted ways we can
look after ourselves physically and
mentally.
Our Student Council also got together
to think about how to prevent bullying behaviour in our school and about
ways to help and support pupils who
have been bullied and who may have
bullied. They decided upon a poster
competition to raise awareness and
get everyone talking about this serious issue.

Thank You
Green School Projects
Our Green School team started
the year with a huge collection of
acorns and tested them in a basin
of water for viability. The 5th and
6th class boys put approximately a
dozen acorns into Ziplock bags
onto dampened kitchen paper,
sealed them and popped them
into the fridge. The 3rd and 4th
class boys buried about 100 acorns
in large pots of sand and brought
them to a north facing part of the
school garden. In January we are
going to find out which lot of
acorns have been best preserved
and are ready for planting out.
The team has motivated the classes to take part in the One Million
Trees campaign. This campaign
aims to plant over one million
trees in Africa and Ireland each
year to help combat climate
change while educating our communities on proactive engagement with environmental issues.

The boys did a great job of raising
awareness and this has allowed
our pupils to do something practical that responds to the climate
change challenge. All of our boys
know and are spreading the word
that trees are one of the most
effective ways to absorb harmful
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
The Green School team leaders in
each class asked their classes to
bring in some of their own pocket
money for the Trees in Africa
project and raised a princely sum
of €164. Such a magnanimous
thing for the boys to do. We are
proud of them!

St Joseph's school supported
the Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal. It is a
lovely way for our boys to develop empathy for other children.

Check out our website to see some
of the beautiful Christmas art and
crafts that the boys enjoyed creating during December.

Infant Christmas Carols 2021
Our angelic infants delighted all
with Christmas songs and carols. A
link can be found on our website.

The Christmas Panto
Thank you to the Parent Association for arranging
for the Panto to be streamed to all classes.
This year the Helix performed the Panto - Little
Red Riding Hood.
All of our classes got an opportunity to
watch ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, some classes
wore their Christmas Jumper, others had a PJ and
hot chocolate day. Fun was had by all.

.

